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PREFACE. 


TEXT to the Miſery of preſent Sufferings, nothing can be more 
Calamitous than the apprehenſion of future Dangers ; and 
| . theſe apprehenſions of Futurity can never be better Vindica- 
ted, than when they ariſe from pa# Experience. This is all that falls 
within the compaſs of Man, in relation to Futurity, to judge of here 
after, by what has already been. | 1 | 
From this Capacity of looking thus forwards, and inferring Things to 
come, you hear a common Clamour, at this time, among us, of the Dan- 
ger of PFopery. Theſe Kingdoms have felt the Impious Tyranny, and Perſe. 
cuting Cruelty of that ſort of Government : And from what is paſt, no 
wonder if we look forwards with Dread upon ſuch a People in Power. 
But, beſides theſe Inferences, in regard to Popery, T would have us like- 
wiſe to draw Conſequences from another Quarter, and to be ſo juſt to our 
Conſtitution, as to look forwards into the Dangers of Preſbytery. Theſe 
Kingdoms have Groaned under their Projperow Uſurpation ; our Church has 
been plunder'd of its Revenues, and #rip'd of its Dignities; the Crown of 
_ theſe Kingdoms trampled under Foot; and the Bleſſed Prince that wore 
it, Murder d by the Hands of theſe Enterprizers at Dominion: They 
have done all this heretofore ; therefore what may they not do hereafter ? 
I wou'd not here be thought partial, by carrying your Eyes only to 
look upon the tendency of Preſbyterian Principles. The Reaſon, why I do 
not likewiſe ſhew you the Evil of Topiſþ Principles, is, becauſe I never 
heard any Man of the Eſtabliſb'd Church, either vindicate the Cauſe of Po- 
pery, | plead for it, or eyen extenuate it; no Man ever brought this 
Charge againſt a Churchman, that he favoured: Popery, but either a down. 
right Diſſeuter, or an Abettor of the Diſſent ion. | | 
Therefore I leave my view of Popery, as of a broken Enemy whilſt 
there are ſo many good Laws, which are, or ought to be Executed a- 
ainſt them, and I ſhall freely own, that I heartily wiſh we were as 
fely provided againſt the Danger of Preſbytery, which I am ſorry 1 
| TY = FT | can 


can ſay, has too many Advocates to plead, or at leaſt to Extenuate the 
Evil of it, amongſt thoſe, who pretend to be Members of a Communi. 
on, which ſuffer d very heavily under its Influences in former Proſperity. 

To hear indeed the ſerious Profeſſivns of ſome fewPrefoyterinnsamongſit 
Churchmen, declaring they wou'd not wiſh: Preſbytery in Power, that 


they wou'd rather chooſe'an Indulgence under the Zahnd Church ; to 


hear all this wou'd diſpoſe a Man to Tendernefs and Fayour towards 
them; But I muſt confeſs it is ſeldom you ſhall be thus Entertain'd, 
the common and general Senſe-of:the Diſſenters being expreſs'd in accu- 
ſing, calumniat ing, and foul railing at that very Communion, which gives 
them Protection. This malicious, invidious Hatred againſt the Church is 
indeed more agreeable to, and more of a piece with their old Practi- 
ces, than the Meekneſs of theſe tew Ig narants among them, who ſpeak 
their Satisfation under an Indulgence. | 

This Holy Temper of theirs, you ſhall ſee drawn out in their Covenant, 
that Charter of their Conſciences, of perpetual Obligation. It.runs in 


af Solemn ague and Covenant for Reformation, and Deference of Religjan Jon, the 
Honour and Happineſs of the King, and the Peace and Safety of the three, 
1 of, England; Seotland, and Ireland. TE 


eland, by the. Providence. of G0 D. Iivnig., undey on 
85 and being of-onereformed Religion, having before our Eyes the glor f 
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whereof the deplorable Eſtate of the Church und 1 8 1 
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1. * HAT wethal ſincerely, really and conſtantly through the 


Grace of GOD, endeayour in'our ſeveral places and callings, 


the Preſervation. of the Reformed Religion in the Church of  &cot1and, 


in Doctrine; Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, againſt our com- 
mon Enemies: The Reformation of Religion in the Kingdoms of En 


gland, and Ireland, in DoQring, Worſhip, Diſcipline and Government, 


according to the Word of GOD, and the Example of the beſt Refor- 


med Churches: And ſhall endeavour to bring tlie Churches of GOD 


in the thr gdoms to F and. Uniformity in 


Religion, Confeſſion of Faith, Form of Church Government, Dire&o. 


ry for Worfhip and Catechiſing; That we and our Poſterity after us, 


may as Brethren, live-in. Faith and Love, and the Lord may delight to 
dwell in the midſt of us. 

2. That we ſhall in like manner, without reſpec of Perſons, endea- 
vour the Extirpation of Popery, Prelacy (that is) Church. Government 


by Arch-Biſhops, Biſhops, their Chancellours and Commiſſaries, Deans, 


eans and. Chapters, Arch-deacons, and all other Eccleſiaſtical Officers 
pending on that Hierarchical Superſtition, Hereſie, Schiſm, Profane- 


neſs, and whatſoever ſhall be found to be contrary to ſound Doctrine 


and the Power of Godlineſs; leaſt we partake in other Mens Sins, and 


thereby be in danger to receive of their Plagues; and that the Lord 


may be one, and his Name one in the three Kingdoms. 


3. We ſhall with the ſame Sincerity, Reallity and Conſtaney; in our 


” 


preſerve the Rights and enen of the Parliaments, and' the Liber- 
ties of the Kingdoms; and to px 


ſeveral Vocations, endeavour with our. Eſtates and Lives, mutually to 


* 


or intentions to diminiſh his Majeſty juſt Power and Greatneſs. 


2 We ſhall alfo with all Faithf eſs:endeavour the Diſcovery of all 
ſuch as have been; or ſhall be Incendiaries, Malignants, or evil - In- 


ſtruments, by hindering the Reformation of Religion, dividing the” 


King from his People, or one. of the Kingdoms from another or ma- 
king any Faction or Parties amongſt the People, contrary to this League 


and Covenant, That they may be brought to ppblick; Tryal, and re- 


ceive condign Puniſhment, as the degree of their Offences ſhall require 


or deſerve, or the ſupream Judicatories of both Kingdoms reſpectively, 


or others having Power from them for that Effect, ſhall judge conve- 


nient. ; 


5. And whereas the happineſs of a bleſſed Peace berween theſe King. 


doms denyed in former times to our Progenitors, is by the good Pro- 


vidence of GOD, granted unto us, and hath been lately included, and 


ſettled by both Parliaments, we ſhall each one: of us, according to our 
Place and Intereſt, endeayour that they may remain conjoined o a 
m 


S Ot th to pxeſerve and defend the King's Majeſty's - 
Perſon and: Authority, in the Preſervation and Defente of the true Re. 
ligion and Liberties of the Kingdoms ; that the World may bear wit- 
neſs with our Conſciences of our. Boyalty, and that we have no thoughts 


EY 


firm Peace and Union to all Poſterity, and that Juſtice may be done 
upon the wilful Oppoſers thereof, in manner expreſſed in the prece- 


dent Article, | DET, | 
6. We ſhall alſo according to our Places and Callings, in this com- 


mon Cauſe of Religion, Liberty, and Peace of the Kingdoms, aſſiſt 
and defend all thoſe that enter into this League and Covenant, in the 
maintaining and purſuing thereof; and ſhall not ſuffer our ſelves di- 
rectly or indirectly, by whatſoever Combination, Perſwaſion or Ter- 
rour, to be divided and withdrawn from this bleſſed Union and Con- 

junction, whether to make Defection to the contrary part, or to give 
our ſelves to a deteſtable Indifferency, or Neutrality in this Cauſe, 


which ſo much concerneth the Glory of GOD, the Good of the King- 


doms, and Honour of the King; but ſhall all the days of our Lives zea- 
louſly and conſtantly continue therein, againſt all Oppoſition, and 
promote the ſame according to our Power, againſt all Lets and Impe- 
_ diments whatſoever ; and what we are not able our ſelves to ſuppreſs . 
or overcome, we ſhall reveal and make known, that it may be time 


ly prevented or removed: All which we ſhall do as in the ſight of God. 


And, becauſe theſe Kingdoms are guilty of many Sins, and | Provo. . | 


cations againſt GOD, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, as is too manifeſt by 


our preſent Diſtreſſes and} Dangers, the Fruits thereof, we profeſs and 
declare before GOD andthe World, our unfeigned Deſire to be hum- 


bled for our own Sins; and for the Sins of theſe Kingdoms, eſpecially 


that we have not, as we ought, valued the ineſtimable Benefits of the 
Goſpel, that we have not laboured for the Purity and Power. thereof, 
and that we have not endeayoured to receive Chriſt in our Hearts, nor 


to walk worthy of him in our Lives, which are the Cauſes of other 
Sins and Tranſgreſſions, ſo much abounding amongſt us, and our true 


and unfeigned Purpoſe, Deſire and Endeavour for our ſelves, and all 
others under our Power and Charge, both in publick and in private, 
in all Duties we owe to GOD and Man, to amend our lives, and each 
one to go before another in the Example of a real Reformation; that 


the Lord may turnaway his Wrathan ry 3 4 1 vcr | 
Peace. this Cove. 


theſe Churches and Kingdoms in Truth an 
nant we make in the preſence of Almighty GOD, the Searcher of all 
Hearts, with a true Intention to perform the ſame, as we ſhall anſwer 


at that great Day when the Secrets of all Hearts ſhall be diſcloſed ; ' 


Moſt humbly beſeeching the Lord to ſtrengthen us by his holy Spirit 


for this End, and to bleſs our Deſires and Proceedings, with ſuch Suc. 

ceſs, as may be Deliverance and Safety to his People, and Encourage. 
ment to other Chriſtian Churches groaning under, or in Danger of the 
Yoke of Antichriſtian Tyranny, to join in the ſame, or like Aſſocia- 


tion and Covenant, to the Glory of GOD, the Enlargement of the 
Kingdom of Jeſus Chriſt, and the Peace and Tranquility of Chriſtian 
Kingdoms and Common-wealths. EE 
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Me 


A Fter reading over this Solemn, Sund inionibns Covenant, how ſtrangely 
2 A I find my ſelf indiſpos'd for Smcerity, whatever I chooſe to profeſs 
to my Prince? Sincerity! abandon'd Virtue! There are no Projects to 
be carry'd on by Sincerity; A Man had as good renounce the World, as 
be Sincere in it. Prithee, my Friend, read this profperow Covenaiit over 
again, obſerye the Title of it, for the Honow and Happineſs of the King, 
and the Teace, and Safety of his Kingdoms; in the Preface of it, They de- 
clare very religiouſly, they live under one King, and they have the Glory 
of God before their Eyes, that very Inſtant. In the Body of the Covenant, 
theſe good Subjects profeſs, they will preſerve and defend hu Majeſty, 
that oh had no Intention to diminiſh his Majeſty's ju Power and Greatneſs, and 
that they will with all Faithfulneſs endeavour a Diſcovery cf thoſe Malignants 
who wou'd divide the King from his People. | | | 

Now, wou'd not one take thefe to be a Loyal Set of Dutiful Subjects, 
what cou'd Duty direct them to fay more? And yet oh Fallacy of Pro- 
feſſion ! Theſe very Men had then been for ſome time influencing, 
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and conducting an inteſtine War againſt this, their King; and after they 


had ſucceſsfully manag'd the Diſtractions of theſe Kingdoms for about 


. Years after this Covenant, Theſe Preſervers of hu Majeſty, theſe faithful 


Enquirers after thoſe Malignants who wou d divide the King from hu Teople, 
with their own Hands cut off this King's Head, and 10 had the Dividing 
of him, in their own way, from his People. So much for Preſbyteriau 
Sincerity to their Prince. Re „ 
They are indeed a little more open in their Declarations againſt the 
Church, and every honeſt Man will value them for this Fankneß. It is 
bravely ſaid of them here in this League, that without reſßect of Terſons 
they will endeavour the Extirpation of eg Prelacy, & c. [And that you 
may not miſtake what they mean by Prelacy, it is fairly here explain'd] 
that is, Curb. Genie by Arch-Biſdops, Biſhops, &c. and to give us 
all warning what ſort of Endeavour they will ufe, it is no lefs than this 
in the 6th Article, Not to ſuffer themſelves directly, or indirectly, 7 what. 
rom this 
bleſſed Union, and Conjunct ion, whether to make a Defection to the contrary 


Part, or to give themſelves to a deteſtable Intlifferency and Neutrality, in this 


Cauſe, which ſo much concerns the Glory of GOD. Here the Tarty draw 
themſelves out in Battle Array, and with their Lives and Fortunes 
ſtand againſt Church-Government ; they do not take the Field againſt our 
Ceremonies, but againſt the very Being of our Church, and there is not 


one Word of Moderation, even amidſt all the Cant of this League and Co- 


venant. When they name Indifferency, look back to the Paſlage I juſt 
quoted, t is call'd deteſtable. Indiſferency is a Vertug in other People, 
and a Vige in themſelves; by which means they perſecute upon Prin- 
cxpte, Whenever they have Power, and they plead upon Courteſie to be. 
when they haye not. | 9 
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Ler any Man fairly, and chuatly compare the Profeſſions in this S. 
lemn League, with the Fractiſes. in the Behav iu, of the Trebyterians, and 
he muſt come to this Judgment, That whatever Fumity they declare 
the Chung h, they are ſteddy. to purſue it; and whatever Duty Wa declare 
to the Crown, they are 7 to it, and hereby their  Tratiſes con- 

form to one another, tho! their Profe/ions do not; for it is inconſiſte 
to declare for the Crown, and againſt the Church, as they do; but it is 
conſiſtent enough to a2 againlt Both, 

What is it, I wonder now, that an -Clandh-an can find in ich a 
Character as this, to di vs iger to take it Hager mee this'Chara- 
er is a true one, or el is falſe, and our Memories fail us; 
the Preſbyterians themſelves Og not deny 1 Anihentickgols « eo Ye 

Covenant, they wou'd as ſoon deny their Creed. Fou will fin 
Charter bound 1 along with their Catechiſhs and Confeſtion 9 ae Fat 40 Fry 
1 take this Method of diſperſing. it into the Hands o 
as no Friend to our Conſtitut ion does 1 Were A e 0 
the Principles of Popery, ſo no Man mult pretend to he 5 8 
our Conſtitution, who either rudert * enceurages the Princdls 
of Tre/bytery. He who has 10 little on as to ch | 
Side, or She Other, rather than loſe his 8 wou'd... chooſe. ee 
Side, I am afraid, rather than part with the e he is ſo fond of; 
For my part, I ſhall never think it a ign of Ae eee 
1 ion tõ waver in ĩt to am ſde. | 
- © 'T have always found. . — 125 0 75 make eee, bor the 
Church. men of 41, . ruin d Gebe e — — 
Country; by * too eaſy Coe to the xe” Aria, e of. the 
Preſoytexinns ef that time; che Church-men then kne othing. obPerſe. 
cution.in any other Hants bur the 0 and 9 — od dead a 
known Deſtroyer, and to ſence even againſt imaginary Fears. But the 
dear bought Experience of thoſe t of. . — act 
Hayock of other Hands beſi 1 Papil L 4 
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